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NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2011

Welcome to our April Newsletter, which is accompanied by our Annual Report and notice of our Annual General Meeting.  You will find more documents than usual about the latter, as we are proposing changes to our Laws in order to bring the Society into line with the latest rules for charities.  We hope to see as many members as possible at the AGM, not least because it will be followed by a lecture from our new Vice-President, Jim Matthew, on Cartoons in Science, which promises to end our very successful 2010-11 season on an entertaining note.
_________________________________

And speaking of entertaining notes ...
You may notice that among our event flyers is one we didn’t mention in the last Newsletter.  
“GEORGE......DON'T DO THAT”

We have something special brewing for members in June – a Gala evening of laughter  and song  in the  Tempest  Anderson Hall on Saturday 18th June at 7.30 p.m.   It's an 'Evening with Joyce Grenfell', celebrating the wit and wisdom of one of Britain's most popular comediennes, written and performed by “Two cousins and a piano”, a nationally known duo.  If you remember Joyce Grenfell, this is an event not to be missed, and if you are too young to remember, here's your chance to laugh your way through an evening ... and to fill a gaping gap in your cultural life!

The event is in support of a worthy YPS cause.  Our 20 strong group of library volunteers work hard every Thursday, cataloguing and conserving the 10,000 books left by former YPS members to the YPS library. The library is now housed and managed by the Yorkshire Museum.  Proceeds from the evening will make an important contribution to this work.
It promises to be a thoroughly enjoyable evening with a glass of something provided in the interval. There is limited seating in the Tempest Anderson Hall, so avoid disappointment by booking your ticket now using the enclosed form.  Tickets are £12.00 but are discounted to £10.00 for members who book by May 10th.

“GEORGE...DON'T DO THAT”  is such a delightful concoction that I have seen it twice. A glorious mixture of frivolity and seriousness, food for the spirit and the mind. A lovely, warm, amusing and touching evening."
--SIR DEREK JACOBI
Tours bookings update

· Constable Country and Cambridge -  fully booked

· Looking at Lancashire  (Thurs 8 September) -  last few places left

· Exploring Sheffield  (Wed 11 May) -  places available

· Kingdom of Fife  (3 – 7 October) -  places available for doubles and twins.

All tours are viable and will run. Note that for the Sheffield tour it may now be possible to visit the Kelham Island Industrial Museum in addition to the other attractions already listed in the itinerary (Millennium & Graves Galleries, Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet, and the Botanic Gardens). 

Application forms which also give itinerary details are available from Frances at the Lodge. It would be appreciated if applications for the Sheffield trip could be sent to the Lodge as soon as possible and before the end of April.

_________________________________

Support the Yorkshire Museum!

As you may have read in the press recently, the Yorkshire Museum is through to the judging stage of the Art Fund Prize 2011, one of ten museums nationwide in the running for this prestigious prize which rewards excellence and innovation in museums and galleries – and brings with it £100,000.  In March Michael Portillo and his fellow judges visited the Yorkshire Museum, as well as the others in contention, and will announce a short list of four on 19th May.  In the meantime members of the public are invited to vote online at  www.artfundprize.org.uk/poll.  Also in the running are the British Museum and the V&A, so every vote for the Yorkshire Museum is important.  Please don’t delay – get voting now!
_________________________________

Volunteers needed

If you would like to do something different for an hour occasionally, how about ...
· Serving drinks in the Lodge after lectures – mind you, you have to wash up too!
· Reviving your writing skills by writing a 150 word summary of a lecture. (This will be published in the next Annual Report.)

· Helping to deliver Newsletters to addresses near you.  (We’re in particular need of someone in the Fulford, Huntington and Copmanthorpe areas at present.)
None of the above could be said to be taxing, and all involve a little social banter with other members of YPS.  Please let Frances or any member of Council know if you are interested.
_________________________________

Or could you distribute a few posters for us?
Graham Williamson has been putting up posters advertising YPS lectures around Heworth Without and Stockton-on-the-Forest for several years now.  Unfortunately he has been banned from driving for medical reasons and finds himself unable to continue the job.

If you live in the area and could spare an hour or two once a fortnight during the lecture season, we would be most grateful.  It isn’t an onerous task. Graham will tell you what he does if you ring him on 01904 415125.  In anticipation, thank you.

_________________________________

Opening times at The Lodge
Several members have requested a reminder of the opening hours at The Lodge so here is a handy note to cut out and keep.

(- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Lodge – Opening Times

Monday
10 am to 4 pm


(closed for lunch 1 pm to 2 pm)
Wednesday
10 am to 4 pm


(closed for lunch 1 pm to 2 pm)

Friday

10 am to 12 pm

You will find Frances in The Lodge outside these hours but this is to give her the chance to complete some of the work best done without interruption.  Although she is happy to be of help at any time, it would be appreciated if members could restrict visits and phone calls to the official hours, whenever possible.

_________________________________

Clerk’s Holidays
The Lodge will be closed on the following days when Frances will be on holiday:

· Monday 30th May to Monday 6th June         (re-opening Wednesday 8th June)

· Wednesday 15th June



You should find the following with your Newsletter.  If anything is missing, please contact Frances at The Lodge.





Visit to York Neuroimaging Centre, 26th May


An Evening with Joyce Grenfell,       18th June


Visit to the Hungate Dig, 28th June


Moth Hunt, 20th July


Visit to Killhope Lead Mine (joint excursion with YAYAS), 30th July


Tour of St Mary’s Abbey ruins,     3rd August


Excursion to Crummack Dale,      11th September


AGM papers


And of course the Annual Report!








